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TRADE BETWEEN TANZANIA AND 9 EU COUNTRIES 

1. Existing Trade between Tanzania and Congo Republic  

Trade between Tanzania and EU aggregation countries such as Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Romania, Poland, 
Czech, Bulgaria, Slovakia and Hungary are in favor of EU for the past five years (2016 to 2020) whereas exports value 
from Tanzania to EU has increased from average of 2,408,899 million USD in 2016 to 2,617,147 million USD in 2020. 
Main exports include coffee, fish, cocoa beans, chickpeas, legumes, avocados, sesame seeds, black tea, cut flowers 
and semi-precious stone. While main imports from EU include electrical machinery, vehicles, pharmaceutical products 
and foot wear  

 
Tab.1 Trade between Tanzania and United Arab Emirate (Value in USD thousand) 

 
 

 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

 Exports  Imports  Exports  Imports  Exports  Imports  Exports  Imports   Exports 

 World     15,926,878,233     16,069,826,806        17,564,178,367        17,787,492,777     19,326,713,983     19,663,682,297       18,737,613,360     19,082,377,602    17,503,376,175 

 trade between Tanzania 

and EU Aggregation       2,408,899,206       2,078,326,016          2,606,866,168          2,287,465,783       2,839,920,552       2,548,211,755         2,746,731,934       2,458,589,662      2,617,147,205 

 Germany       1,332,489,067       1,056,664,804          1,444,776,367          1,164,586,085       1,556,622,939       1,286,008,402         1,486,877,250       1,236,217,435      1,379,900,278 

 Switzerland          302,890,960          270,135,316             299,507,520             269,726,453          310,742,992          279,244,339            314,145,207          277,207,598         318,985,767 

 Poland          196,455,270          188,517,819             221,307,621             217,978,576          261,815,269          267,699,887            251,864,773          246,653,880         254,169,032 

 Czech Republic          162,087,332          142,327,656             182,231,361             162,898,932          202,521,578          184,924,023            199,469,710          179,273,065         192,307,380 

 Austria          144,700,690          149,987,386             159,970,531             166,475,081          176,991,971          184,195,201            171,532,055          176,596,131         162,145,129 

 Hungary          103,009,508            92,209,667             113,382,077             104,283,799          123,957,885          117,381,593            122,180,658          117,324,011         119,970,720 

 Slovakia            76,997,192            74,604,617               83,475,386               85,318,177            93,403,168            97,877,633              89,909,085            96,644,319           86,707,796 

 Romania            63,581,004            74,920,611               70,626,887               81,935,090            80,077,606            92,952,835              77,298,748            90,908,109           71,046,399 

 Bulgaria            26,688,183            28,958,140               31,588,418               34,263,590            33,787,144            37,927,842              33,454,448            37,765,114           31,914,704 

 Biteral trade between Tanzania and EU Aggregate Countries  

 Product: TOTAL All products 

 Unit : US Dollar thousand 
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2.  Market with greatest potential for Tanzania’s to Exports (Value in Million USD) 
The markets with greatest potential for Tanzania’s exports of All products are Germany, Switzerland, Romania, 
Poland. Romania shows the largest absolute difference between potential and actual exports in value terms, leaving 
room to realize additional exports worth $ 8.7 million as shown in table below. 
 

S/N Product Existing Potential Actual export  Untapped 
Potential  

1 Germany  50 35 23 

2 Switzerland 38 24 26 

3 Romania 9.4 3.6 8.7 

4 Poland  7.1 3 5.2 

5 Austria 3.7 1.4 3.2 

6 Czech  2.3 0.797 2.1 

7 Bulgaria  0.430 0.161 0.322 

8 Slovakia  0.138 0.048 0.126 

9 Hungary  0.162 0.057 0.145 

Source: Export Potential Map, ITC 

3. Underutilized Exports Potential in the EU aggregate Market  
There is underutilized export potential of Tanzanian products to the EU aggregate market. This gives an opportunity 
for Tanzania to increase exports of existing products such as coffee, fish, cocoa beans, chickpeas, legumes, 
avocados, sesame seeds, black tea, cut flowers and semi-precious stone as shown in graph below.  
 

S/N Product Existing Potential  
(Million USD) 

Actual export  
(Million USD) 

Untapped Potential 
(Million USD)  

1 Coffee 107 68 40 

2 Fish  24 26 11 

3 Cocoa Beans 25 11 19 

4 Chickpeas  9.5 0.148 9.5 

5 Avocados  12 12 4.2 

6 Sesame  19  0.479 0.18 
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7 Black tea 4.7 8.7 2.2 

8 Cut flowers  5.6 11 0.637 

9 Semi-precious stone 7.3 4 4.5 

Source: Export Potential Map, ITC 

Likewise, there is potential for Tanzania to diversify exports of vegetable fruits, fish, meat, apparel, vegetable, 
metals, and skins shown below 
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4. Key Recommendations 
In order to increase market share of Tanzania products in the EU aggregate market, the following are key 

recommendations: 

1) Promote investment in the value chain development of the products with potential such as coffee, cocoa 

beans, black tea and precious stone 

2) Encourage partnership in deep sea fishing  

3) Encourage commercialization of agricultural produce with high demand such as avocados, sesame seeds, 

chickpeas, legumes, cut flowers and chickpeas. 

4)  Attract importation technology in order to improve the capacities of the industries which products with high 

demand which including:   

i. Food industries  

ii. Textile industries (T-shirts & Vests/ Men's trousers & shorts of cotton etc.) 

 

 


