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Trade between Tanzania and Comoro

1. Existing Trade between Tanzania and Comoro

Trade between Tanzania and Comoro is in favor of Tanzania for the past five
years (2016 to 2020) whereas exports value from Tanzania to Comoro has
increased from average of 5.11 million USD in 2017 to 6.6 million USD in
2021. Main exports are beverages (spirit and vinegar) building materials (iron
and steel, cement), pharmaceutical, live animals and Fertilisers. While major
imports from Comoro include copper and iron waste and scrap, mixture of
juice, photograph, picture or similar frames and mirrors, fishing vessels,
motorboats, Tableware and kitchenware equipment for physical exercise
(gymnastics) and electric lamps.

Tab.1 Trade between Tanzania and Comoro (USD million)

Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Exports 5.11 3.43 4.58 4.75 6.6
Imports 0.02 0.03 0.004 0.03| 0.053
Trade Balance 5.09 3.4 4.58 472 | 6.547

Source — TRA 2020

2. Tanzania Main Exports to Comoro
Tab. 2: Tanzania Main Exports to Comoro (Value in thousand USD)

% Annhu_al % Share quuivalent afcfl
2020 growth in of valorem tari
value between Exports faced by
No | Product 2016-2020 Tanzania
Beverages, spirits and
1 |vinegar 575 59 4 13
2 Iron and steel 225 53 1 18
Building material (Salt;
sulphur; earths and stone;
plastering materials, lime
3 | and cement) 183 5 0 10
4 Pharmaceutical products 158 9 7 5
5 Live animals 135 -18 1 6
6 Fertilisers 131 31 1 0
Furniture (bedding,
mattresses, cushions) 128 -25 8 5
8 Textile (clothing 80 -3 0 20




accessories)
9 Footwear (gaiters) 75 7 20
Vvegetables (Onions,
shallots, garlic,
Cabbages, cauliflowers)
and roots and tubers
(potatoes, sweet
10 | potatoes) 58 84 5
Source - ITC Data 2021
3. Underutilized Exports Potential in the Comoro
There is underutilized export potential of Tanzanian products to the Comoro
market. This gives an opportunity for Tanzania to increase exports of existing
products such as beverages, building materials, live animals, vegetables,
tubers (as shown in table below)
Tab. 3 Underutilized Export Potential in Comoro (Value in USD
thousand)
S/N Product Export potential | Actual potential Untapped potential
1. Mattress support 8,800 8,000 782.8
2. Portland cement 813.7 30.8 783
3. Water as 288 83.8 204.2
beverage
4. Potatoes 1,800 1,800 -
5. Fruit juices 846.2 1,800 -
6. Onion 206.9 1.0 205.9
7. Live goat 152.3 96.9 55.4
Source - ITC Data 2021




Likewise, there is potential for Tanzania to diversify export products such as
vegetable oil, fruits, vegetable (tomatoes) roots and tubers (sweet potatoes),
meat, metal, spices (ginger, cumin seeds, garlic), pulses (lentils) and wood.
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Key Recommendations to Strengthen trade between Tanzania and
Comoro

Speed up the process of signing a bilateral agreement between
Tanzania and Comoro to reduce tariff rates for exporting in Comoro.
Facilitates simplification direct transportation means between Tanzania
and Comoro by both air and marine transport.
Organise special campaign to promote Tanzania building materials,
vegetable, roots and tubers, oil seeds, spices and other related
products in Comoro considering that there is high consumption of
above products.
Capacitate Tanzania Embassy in Comoro with samples and
specification of products with high demand potential in order to
promote them in order to increase market share in Comoro.
Promote joint venture with Tanzania companies in order to improve the
capacities of the industries:

a. Oil seeds Industries (palm, sesame and sunflower oils)

b. Fruits, Spice and Legumes process industries



